THE KNIT-A-CAP PROJECT            MAY 2005   UPDATE


TO:
The multitude of faithful and prolific knitters who contributed beautiful caps, which were sent to many kindergartens on Indian reservations during the past two winter seasons.  The grand total for 2003 was 1352, and the count was 1679 for 2004.

FROM:
Carolyn Quarles, Coordinator

24 South Sunset Avenue

Amherst, MA 01002-2216

TWO MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS:

Lana Shaughnessy, our lifesaving contact, is no longer at the Bureau of Indian Affairs at the Department of the Interior.  Her new position is Supervisory Education Specialist at the Department of Education.  Her new address is:

Department of Education
Office of Indian Education


MS 6335

400 Maryland Avenue SW

Washington, DC 20202


She will continue to work with schools on the reservations and will make site visits.  Without her generous commitment these past two years the project would not have survived.  She has cheerfully received boxes of caps, acknowledged the knitters with personal letters, and shipped caps to schools whose teachers requested them.  We are indebted to her for insuring that this grassroots effort will continue--not one year has been missed since its inception in 1968.  Lana remains willing to receive caps—the most convenient time is late August.  Please be sure to send them directly to Lana at the above address.

A NEW WEBSITE:              www.knit-a-cap.org


Visit it soon—you will be impressed!  One of our knitters volunteered to construct and maintain this website, and we are very grateful for her creative product.  This is an important recruiting tool with its links to other knitting sites.  What a convenience to be able to refer knitters to this resource so they can print out their own directions and access current information about the project!  You must be well aware that knitting is undergoing a great resurgence, sometimes called the “new yoga.” 


The best part of facilitating this unique venture is the letters, photos and phone calls that boost my morale.  Some have described our cap knitting as a worthy addiction.  The website now makes it possible to share photos and letters from the children. Also please take a photo of your caps and mail me a print for the website—include your phone number so I can call you anytime on my cell phone (economical for long distance). 

I truly welcome your questions, suggestions and comments. 

MANY THANKS FOR MAKING THE KNIT-A-CAP PROJECT SUCCESSFUL!

